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the proposal split. For the question arose, what are the tracts
or what the villages where the agriculture can be said to have
reached that degree of excellence which may fairly be expected.
The average yield of produce in India is small as compared
with that of European countries, and will, as all men hope, be
augmented hereafter, though the prospect of such augmentation
is not at this moment visible. Besides all ordinary means of im-
provement resulting from the outlay of capital on the land, there
are the special means arising from irrigation. Now this irriga-
tion is fast expanding in India and may yet indefinitely expand.
Thus its effects upon the condition of whole provinces may prove
greater than anything which is now foreseen. Then a difficult
discussion arose as to what districts or tracts could reasonably be
pronounced ripe for a Permanent Settlement; and the proposal
was held in abeyance. Meanwhile adverse opinions sprang up
in many quarters, so the idea failed to take any practical shape.
But the episode is remarkable as shewing how broad were John
Lawrence's sympathies and how receptive was his mind for
suggestions of future improvement.

About this time, 1865, the treaty made with the Bhotan
State after the termination of the hostilities already mentioned,
became the theme of acrimonious discussion. It was thought
by many influential sections of the Anglo-Indian commiuiity
to involve a sacrifice of the just interests which the British
Government had acquired after troublesome operations ren-
dered necessary by barbaric misbehaviour. The newspaper
press clamoured against John Lawrence, as having failed
to sustain the national cause entrusted to him for vindication.
He was not insensible to the sting inflicted by these reproaches,
and strove to give all the explanation which public opinion
.could reasonably require, but without much avail so far as the
popularity of the Government was concerned. I was present
when the dissatisfaction was at its height, without having full
means of judging for myself. Subsequently, however, when
conducting the Government of Bengal, I had the best possible
opportunity of seeing the merits of the case on the spot, and I
can affirm that the terms exacted by John Lawrence from